
Dear Friends in Christ, 

 It is hard to believe that the summer is over and fall is beginning.  With the change of the 

season, comes a change of the church year.  The celebrations of Ordinary time will transform into 

the anticipation of Advent and Christmastide!  Throughout the summer months Scripture has 

recounted the ministry and mission of Christ Jesus as it happened here on earth.  The parables, 

miracles, and teachings have been brought forth to reaffirm our own mission and ministry as we 

walk this earth.  As the Christian Holidays approach, we are once again transported back to the 

incarnation of God in the form of a human baby.  We journey with Mary as she is made aware of 

her special purpose and the consequences of her unfailing love of God.  She, at no point, refused 

the Word, but embraced it with her entire heart and soul.  Throughout these passages of Scripture, 

let us also experience the calling of God, and answer with our whole heart and soul.  It is easy to 

say, "Remeber the true meaning of Christmas." or "Keep Christ in Christmas.", but is that the 

reality in your world?  The enormity of the celebration is often lost amongst the glim and glam of 

the season.  God humbled Himself in to the form of a man because of his love for all people.  His 

children, whom He loves unconditionally, are given the miracle of Salvation because of His 

coming.  Its all about God.  The peace, hope, love, and joy represented in the Advent candles is 

all around us.  What can you do to make it real in your life and others.  This is what the season is 

about.  Prepare!, Prepare!  Not just for the remembrance of the babe born in a manager, but for 

the second coming that He has promised.  Opportunities to be Christ-like seem to abound at this 

time.  Feeding the hungry, helping the sick, visiting the prisoners, and helping the poor.  Like the 

famous Grinch, from Dr. Seuss, our hearts can grow X10 when we let them.  Take this time of 

"Good Cheer" to be the body of Christ we vowed to be as a Christian.  When the holidays are 

over, then I will remind you to continue your "Goodwill to all" throughout the entire year.  God 

Bless each and every one of you.   

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Carolyn   


